DUBLIN COAL METERS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Common^ 
dated 2 May 1842;— /or, 




COPY of a Minute or Memorandum made by the Commissioners of Customs in 
1825 or 1826, fixing or settling the Rate of Remuneration to be allowed to the Dublin 
Coal-meters for the Performance of the Duties required by the Act 6 Geo. 4, c. 107, 
s. Ill ; together witii a Copy of the Coal Warrant executed and committed by the 
Officers of Customs to the Coal-meters, for their Guidance in the Discharge of their 
Duties, as prescribed by the Board of Customs under said Act. 

return of the Number of Tons or Chaldrons of Coals, Culm or Cinders, meted 
or weighed, and duly certified by the Dublin Coal-meters to the Officers of Customs, at 
Dublin, from the 5th day of July 1825 to the 23d day of August 1831 ; stating whether 
the Duty on the Coals could have been duly levied without the Coal-meters’ Certificate, 
and the Coal Ship cleared out by the Officers of Customs without such Certificate or 
not. 

COPIES of Applications made by the Guild of Merchants, Dublin, the Coal- 
meters of Dublin, or any Person or Persons, to the Lords of the Treasury or 
Boards of Customs, from the Year 1825 to the Year 1838 inclusive, claiming Pay- 
ment of the Sum of £.2, 584. 13. 8. for the Metage of Coals, from the 5th day of 
January 1826 to the 1st day of March 1831. 

COPIES of all Orders issued by the Board of Customs for the Government of the 
Conduct of the Coal-mexers, and.tbe_Answers or Communications made hy-the Lords 
of the Treasury or Board of Customs to the respective Applications made for obtaining 
Payment of the Money so remaining due and unpaid, for the Duties or Services 
performed by the Dublin Coal-meters, to the Board of Customs, from the 5th day of 
July 1825 to the 23d day of August 1831. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, 1 
5 May 1842. J 



G. CLERK. 



{Mr. Grogan.') 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
13 May 1S42. 
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DUBLIN COAL METERS. 



Copt Minute of the Commissioners of Customs, Ireland. 

29 December 1825 

The Board took into consideration a report of the Surveyor-General, in return to thV 
special order of the 21st instant, directing him, with reference to their order of the same 
date, on an application from the masters of colliers trading to the Port of Dublin, apprisinp- 
them that, for the reasons therein stated, they (the Commissioners) were of opinion that it 
would not be expedient to prescribe by any order the manner in which the quantity of coals 
to be charged with the duties should be ascertained ; and also, with reference to the different 
modes pursued at the several ports in Ireland in the discharge of coals, as stated in the 
returas to the Board’s general order of inquiry on that subject, to suggest for the Board’s 
consideration such general directions as might appear to him most expedient to be adopted 
for the collection of the duties on coals from and after the 5th January next, under the pro- 
visions of the Act of 6 Geo. 4, c. 107 ; and thereupon ordered, — ” 

That until the average weight of an imperial standard bushel (the measure directed to he 
hereafter used for coals by Act of the 4th Geo. 4, c. 47) of each of the various sorts of coals 
can be ascertained by actual experiment, and until it shall have been determined on by the 
several interests connected with the coal trade in Ireland wbetlier that article shall be^sold 
by weight or measure, _ the quantity for duty to be computed in the mode at present observed • 
tod, m confomaity with the arrangement agreed upon with the Guild of Merchants in 
Dublin, as signified by Messrs. Allens’ (clerks of the Guild) letter of the 23d inst., in return 
to the Board’s Secretary’s letter of the I7th preceding, that tlie following regulations be 
observed in this port until further orders ; viz. — 

That the form of Coal Warrant, as modified by the Surveyor-General, a specimen of which 
parked A.), os hereunto annexed, be adopted in future, instead of the present form of Coal 

That this document be, in the first instance, sent from the Collector’s office to the Coast- 
waiter, who IS to enter the same in the cpal-book, and sign his name thereon, and then deliver 
the warrant to the parties concerned, in order to be conveyed to the Meter, in whose pos- 
session it IS to remain until the cargo shall have been discharged, when the Meter is to 
grant a certificate of the quantity delivered, addressed to the Collector, to be countersi-^ned 
Coal-meters, in proof of his having examined and compared the quantity 
wth the detmled account of delivery returned to that officer by the Coal-meter : winch cer- 
titi^ite-the Meter IS 4o..dekyer .oyee~to--.^4«Xaastr-waiter,ia. order that it may be examined, 
and the number of tons computed for duty by that officer, by whom it is to be forwarded to the 
Collector, who IS, with the pnvity of the (Comptroller, to receive tlie duty on the post quantity. 

Also oidered,--That the Coast-waiters do visit such vessels, during the discharge, as often 
as their duties wiU permit, check the drafts or measures, and ascertain that the beams, 
measures, &c., which may be m use, are correct ; and that they do inspect and sign the 
_ ok m which tlie Meter keeps the tally of the discharge, reporting any irregularity or other 
circumstances which he may discover fit for the Board^s cognizance. 

And copy of this Minute is to be delivered to the Surveyor-General, Collector and Comp- 
troller, ^xammer of Customs, Landing-surveyors and Coast-waiters in this port, for their 
information and government, so far as they may be respectively concerned. 

31 December. (signed) Geo. Jams. 



Copy of Coau Warrant. 

(A.) 

of 

— ■ Master. 



of Coals, per Cocket, dated 

, The duty for Tons 

of Coals, amounting to 
£. . ~ 

being paid, you may permit that quantity to be unladen 
Custom House, dated 



Coast-waiter 



1S2 

Collector. 

Comptroller. 

I hereby 



Port of 

In the 

Quarter. 1 

No. j~ 

from 
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I hereby certify to the Collector of Customs at the Port of 

That I have delivered from on board the 

Ship Master, 

from^ — 

Measures or Draughts, containing each 

Coals. 

I Sworn Meter. 

Dated this day of 182 

Inspector’s Signature. 



Port of_ 



By tlie Meter’s account there have been discharged from on board the Ship 

from 

Measures or Draughts 



of Coals, which, at the rate of _ 
make 



Cwt. qrs. lbs. 



_ for each measure. 
Tons. Cwt. qrs.’ lbs. 



The Prime entry within, being for 
Leaves for the Post entry 



Coast-waiter. 



Port of Dublin. 



An Account of the Quantity of Coals on which the Customs Du^ 

to the Certificate of the C^-melers7between 5th January 1 ^ 26 * and 1st March 1831. 



QUANTITY. 


Rate 

per 

Chaldron. 


Amount. 


Tons. 


Chaldrons, at 30 Cwt. per Chaldron. 






d. 


£. s. d. 


1,500,227 


1,000,151 ! 


i 


2,083 12 Hi 



* -W A . f a /I ^ 107 dated 5th July 1825, did not come into operation until 

and the coal-ship was not cleared out without such certificate. 



o- 56, Camden-street, 6 February 1827. 

directed by the Masters, 

to acknowledge the receipt of yoiir letter of , j conformably to the practice m 

" And°a?a^roriered" i" ‘to LonZftha? Urn princ™ri 

sioners, that it forms a material part of such S •hfllfneunv uer ton for preparing and 
Coal-meters are allowed by the Commissioner semce of the Customs, which 

certifying the returns of the actual discharge those principal Coal-meters 

allowance is always paid into the Cdy’s Cumber, an^^^^ P 

are paid their salaries. And resp“S,Tthc lame sitnatiofas the Cor- 

the Guild of Merchants m Dublin stand, in P , the Commissioners 

poration of London, a like allowance *S^‘L^eters^end Wardens bfthe Guild, in order that, 
m the Bank of Irel^d, to tlie Messrs Richard Oulton and Charles Oulton, 

out of the same, the principal Coal-meters, iviessrs. xvicua 

may receive their salaries. If 

248. ^ 
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If the Commissioners will be so good as to consent to the forgoing arrangement, the 
Committee will direct those two principal Coal-meters to attend the Commissioners, and take 
before them the oath formerly transmitted to the Guild, only altered as in the copy thereof 
herewith returned ; and this alteration the Committee have been induced to make solely with 
the view of preserving unimpaired the rights of the Guild of Merchants. 

We have, &c. 

C. J. Allan MacLean, Esq. (signed) T.ScJ. Allen, 

&c. &c. 8cc. Clerks of Guild of Merchants. 



Copy of Oath referred to in the aforegoing. 

I, A . B., do swear to be true and faithful in the execution, to the best of my knowledge 
and power, of the trust committed to my charge and inspection, as one of the Coal-meters 
of the port of Dublin, appointed by the Guild of Merchants of the City of Dublin ; and that 
I will not require, take or receive any fee, perquisite, gratuity or reward, whether pecuniary 
or of any sort or description whatever, either directly or indirectly, for any service, act, duty, 
matter or thing done or performed, or to be done or performed, in the execution or dischaige 
of any of the duties of my office or employment, on any account whatever, other than tte 
usual established wages of 6 d. per ton, as authorized by the said Guild of Merchants. 

So help me God. 



Copy of further Letter from Messrs. Allen. 

Sir, 56, Camden-street, C April 1827. 

We are directed by the Masters, Wardens and Coal Committee of the Guild of Merchants, 
in reply to your letters of the 1st and 27th ultimo, relative to the oatli which the Commis- 
sioners of his Majesty’s Customs require to be taken by the Guild’s principal Coal-meters, 
to refer you to our letter ofthe 6th of February last on this subject, and to request from the 
Commissioners of Customs the favour of their answer as to tlie several circumstances stated 
in that letter. 

We have, &c. 

. G. J- Allan MacL^,i_Efiq. _ ^ - (signed) T.ScJ.Jllen, 

&c. &c. &c. Clerks of Guild Merchants. 



Copy of Letter from the Secretary of the Local Board in Ireland to Messrs. A^/en, in reply 
to the above Letters. 

Gentlemen, Custom House, Dublin, 9 April 1827. 

Having laid before the Commissioners of Customs your letter of the 6th instant, request- 
ing an answer to yours of the 6th February last, on the subject of the oath which they 
require to be taken by the principal Coal-meters to the Guild of Merchants ; 

I have it in command to acquaint you, for the information ofthe Guild, that the Board will 
pay their Meters at ^ same rate as in London, namely, one halfpenny per chaldron, and 
that this allowance will be paid in the same manner as m that port ; and I am to request a 
reply to my letter of the 1st ultimo as soon as convenient. 

I am, &c. 

Messrs. T. & J. Allen. (signed) C. J. Allan MacLean. 



To the Right Honourable the Lohds of his Majesty’s TREUsniiY. 

The MEMOliiii. of the Masters, Wardens and Brethren of the Guild of Merchants, Dublin, 
Humbly showeth. 

That this Guild, in whom the right of the metage of coals in this city was vested by 
prescription, confirmed by royal charter, and recognized by several statutes, similar to the 
custom in London, on the 18th February last sent forward a Memorial to Parliament, pray- 
ing that in case of passing the Act then in progress for discontinuinsf its Coal-meters’ esta- 
biishmeirt, compensation would be allowed the Meters, as well as to the funds of the Guild, 
for the loss which that part of its income arising on the elections of Coal-meters would 
sustain thereby. 

That the Legislature, on discontinuing the Coal-meters in England, having amply com- 
pensated the funds of the Corporation of London for its loss, and having also been pleased 
to allow co’inpensation to the parties in Dublin who are sufFerers on this account, this Guild 
is naturally led to expect a like proportionable consideration j but having observed no 

mention 
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mention thereof in a list for compensation printed and sent along with copies of said Act, the 
Guild feels it necessary respectfully to repeat the request, that some reasonable yearly allow- 
ance may be granted to compensate the funds of the Guild for its loss, out of which funds, 
be pleased to observe, that none of the members receive any portion, as the same are 
applied entirely in paying the expenses of its hall, and the different officers attending 
thereon; and also a request that Messrs. Timothy and John Allen, secretaries of tiie Cod 
Committee, be compensated for their loss of 75 1. per annum. 

(n. 8.) John Jenkin Butler, 

9 August 1832. Senior Master. 



Gentlenxen, Treasury Chambers, 21 August 1832. 

Having laid before the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury your Memorial, 
praying that some yearly allowance may be granted to compensate the funas of the Guild 
of Merchants of Dublin for its loss on the repeal of the coal duties, and that the secre- 
taries of the Coal Committee be compensated for their loss of 76/. per annum, I am com- 
manded by their Lordships to inform you, that the Legislature has made provision for the 
compensation of the Meters only, and therefore My Lords have not any means or authority 
to comply with your request. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. Stewart. 

The Masters, Wardens and Brethren of the 
Guild of Merchants, Dublin. 



Sir, Merchants’ Hall, 10 June 1833. 

We are directed by the Masters and Wardens of the Guild of Merchants, Dublin, to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of Customs, that this Guild, in 
the year 1825, having in their service an establishment of 80 Coal-meters for the mea- 
surement of coals in the port of Dublin, by virtue of an ancient prescriptive and chartered 
right, confirmed by Acts of Parliament, similar to the Meters’ establishment nnder the 
Corporation of London, a Customs Regulation Bill was passed in that year, giving power 
to the Commissioners of Customs to appoint Meters for the service of the revenue; but 
the Commissioners of Customs in Dublin, instead of burthening the revenue with the very 
heavy expense of appointing new Meters, availed themselves of the Guild’s establishment, 
as was the practice m the port of London ; and accordingly the proper certificates of the 
exact discharge of every coal vessel in the port of Dublin was regularly returned by the 
guild to the Commissioners, and received by them from that period. 

In consequence whereof, the Guild conceiving that they became entitled tor those services 
to the same allowance as had been always paid in the like case to. the Corporation of Lon- 
don, the Guild accordingly, by their letter of the 6th February 1827, required from the 
Commissioners that, as in London, an allowance of one halfpenny per ton should be made 
here and lodged by the Commissioners in the Bank of Ireland to the credit of the Masters 
and Warders of the Guild. In reply to which letter, the Commissioners, by their answer, 
dated 9th April 1827, undertook to give for such services the same rate as m London, 
namely, one halfpenny per chaldron, and that this allowance would be paid m the same 

™^hTGuild of^'Merchants having faithfully performed theli part of said agreement by a 
vigilant attention to the accuracy of the metage and by reguWly, sending such certified 
refurns to the Commissioners from the 5th of July 1826, when said Customs Regnlat on 
commenced, to the 23d of August 1831, when the Crown duty on coals was repealed, W 
now to request that the Commissioned of Customs will, according to smd nndertakmg^rf 
the Board in Ireland, make an order for payment of said allowance of one halfpenny per 
chaldron on alUhe coals so meted and certified hy the Guild's ^ 

period, being 1 ,240,848 chaldrons, which, at said rate amounts m the whole to the sum of 
2,584/. 13s. 8d., to the Masters and Wardens of this Guild. 



Chas. A. Scovell, Esq., &c. &c. &e.. 
Custom-house, London. 



We have, &c. 

(sjo'ned) T. Sc J, A.llen, 

° Clerks of Guild of Merchants. 



To the Honourable the Commissiokbks of CtisToms. 

The M«o,.r*n oi BicMrd Oul^n and CAaWei O.Uon, Principals of the Coal- 
meters’ Establishment of the City of DvUm, 

■ That your Memorialists ha™g been ™ g’/a'm o^moTey creS b^^^ 

248. '‘3 
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talie leave most respectfully to submit to you, that the Guild of Merchants are in no manner 
entitled to receive same, as it was intended to have been given to your Memorialists as a 
remuneration for the duty performed by them, as principals of the Coal-meters’ establish- 
ment in the collection of the duty on coeds. 

That in the year 1 814, in consequence of frauds being practised on the revenue by masters 
of coal vessels, an application was made, by direction of the Commissioners of Customs to 
the principals of the Coal-meters’ establishment (one of whom, your Memorialist, Richard 
Oulton, was at that period, and, subsequently, your other Memorialist, Charles Oulton), for 
returns of the amount of tonnage discharged out of each coal vessel, which were regularly 
made each day by your Memorialists from that period until the 5th of January 1826 when 
the Act of 6 Geo. 4, c. 107, came into operation. ’ 

That on or about the period the said 0 Geo. 4, c. 107, came into opemtion, communica- 
tions were made from the Commissioners of Customs at this port to your Memorialists and 
also to the Guild of Merchants, relative to carrying into effect the provisions of the said Act for 
the collection of the duty on coals ; and it was finally agreed on, that your Memorialists should 
continue to examine into the tallied accounts of the Coal-meters during the discharge of the 
several vessels under their inspection, and to countersign the Metem’ certificates of the dis- 
charge. No vessel would be cleared out without this certificate having been counter- 
signed by either of your Memorialists, and lodged by them in the proper office in the 
Custom-house. , 

That the principal Coal-meters in London received an allowance of one halfpenny per 
chaldi'on for performing this duty, and that a similar remuneration was promised to your 
Memorialists, but whic^i they have never received. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, humbly hope, as they have faithfully discharged their duty 
to the revenue in the collection of the duties on coals (in proof of which they humbly refer 
your Honourable Board to the Collector and Comptroller of Customs at this port), that your 
Honourable Board may be pleased to consider them entitled to receive the aforesaid remu- 
neration of one halfpenny per ton. 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Richard Oulton. 

2, Hume-street, 16 July 1833. Charles Oulton. 



Copy of Memorial of Messrs- Richard and Charles Oulton. 

To the Honourable the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Customs. 

The ‘Memorial of RicMrd^ Oulton and Charles Oulton^ 

Most humbly showeth, 

That the Memorial which they had the honour of transmitting to you on the 16th July, 
hping been referred to the officers of the Customs at this port for report, caused a commu- 
nication to be made from them to your Memorialists for documents explanatory of the claims 
therein set forth. 

That your Memorialists, in compliance with their commands, did, on the 27th instant, 
furnish them with the required information (so far as within their power), and also availed 
themselves of that opportunity of entering more fully into the extent of their services to the 
revenue than had been set forth in their former Memorial. 

^ That your Memorialists take the liberty of transmitting herewith a copy of that commu- 
nication, and entreat your attention thereto, and pray, 

That your Honourable Board will take their claims into your favourable consider- 
ation, with a view of granting to them, for their long and valuable services to the 
revenue, froni the year 1814 to 1831, remuneration at the i-ate of one halfpenny per 
chaldron, being the rate referred to in Mr. MacLean’s letter of 9th April 1827, 
addressed to the clerks of the Guild of Merchants. 

Rickard Oulton, 

o Ti i X Charles Oulton, 

, rtume-street, Dublin, Inspectors and Principals of the Coal-meters’ 

30 July 1833. Establishment at the Port of Dublin. 



Copy of Enclosure referred to in the aforegoing. 

Gentlemen, 2, Hume-sti-eet, 27 July 1833. 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, requiring us to fur- 
copies of all communications made to us by the late local Board of Customs in 
Ireland, rgative to carrvung into effect the provisions of 6 Geo. 4, c. 107. These communi- 
cation^ official and demi-official, as also many others relating to the duties and Tdischarge of 
coa 3, e ween the years 1814 and 1831, the period at which our services to the revenue 
were veiy numerous ; but never deeming that we should ever, after the imme- 
te Object of them ceased, be called upon to furnish copies of them, we had not attended 
tinr, and at the time of the breaking up of our establishment a great per- 
ron f destroyed ; but, iu conformity with your desire, we herewith transmit 

pi. 0 many still remaining in our possession, which, witli our own personal knowledge 
oi our services, we trust may be deemed satisfectory in support of out Memorial. 
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On a re-perusal of that Memorial, we regret that it went less fully into our case than we 
could have desired ; and now, while complying with your commands, we at the same time 
take leave to submit to you somewhat more at large the grounds upon which we respectfully 
found our claims for those services by which bis Majesty’s revenue has been so considerably 

augmented. 

About the year 1814 the amount of duty on coals imported into Dublin having greatly 
decreased, the late Mr. Smyth King, our intimate friend and relative, one of the then Com- 
missioners of Customs in Ireland, being most anxious to discover and detect the frauds then 
practised, had a confidential conversation with us on the subject, the result of which was, 
that a return of the tonnage of certain vessels, as entered in our books, was furnished him ; 
by which it appeared that in each of the instances frauds to a considerable extent had been 
committed on the revenue, to prevent a recurrence of which, a return of the discharge of the 
several coal vessels, in their order of clearance, was obtained from our office at stated 
intervals, and the utility of the practice became so manifest, that a daily return was required 
by the Board, and an intimation thereof forwarded to our office. 

This desire was immediately complied with, and with so great advantage, that on the 
14th March 1820 Mr. Hamerton, the then jerquer, communicated to us that these returns 
were the only check the revenue had on the discharge of coal vessels ; and that by means 
thereof Riere was in one month (from 3d January to 3d Febraary) in tliat year an increase 
of duty to the amount of 794^ 2s, lOrf. more than could be ascertained by the Customs 
department, being an average of an increase of 9,429 L 6 s. per annum. 

Those daily returns (one of which is sent herewith) continued uninterruptedly from the 
year 1815 to the year 1822, when an additional mode was sanctioned by the Commissioners, 
namely, that each landing order to the captains of coal vessels should be endorsed by us, 
and that we should certify thereon the quantity of coals dischai-ged, for the purpose of 
enabling the revenue to ascertain the amount of duty payable prior to the issuing clearance 
orders to such captains ; thus requiring almost hourly certificates of this description from 
our office, besides the daily returns ; one of them accompanies this. This last mode con- 
tinued until the latter end of the year 1824. 

In the year 1824, and until December 1825, we were required, in addition to these cer- 
tificates, and in lieu of the daily returns above mentioned, to keep pass-books (furnished tis 
by the Custom-house) for the use of the officers of Customs, containing the name of each 
coal vessel and master, the port from whence laden, the number of measures discharged, 
with the date of the discharge. One of these pass-books, which were repeatedly every day 
sent to and from our office, can be produced, it' required. 

In December 1825, the 6 Geo. 4, c. 107, being about to come into operation, Mr. Allan 
MacLean, tire then Secretary of the Board of Customs, sent for us, by direction of the 
Board, to consult with us as to the best mode of our co-opeiating with the officers of the 
Customs to carry into effect the provisions of the Legislature. Moreover, a new form of 
warrant and certificate to ascertain the duty on coals having become necessary under the 
Act, our assistance was also required and obtained by Mr. Davis, the Acting Surveyor- 
General, in drawing up same, which was submitted to and approved of by the Board, by 
their Minute of tlie 29tlr December 1825, whereby we were required to countersign same 
{see Note at the end), and certify the actual discharge. These warrants were afterwards 
directed to be transmitted each day to our office, and a messenger of the Customs was 
employed for that purpose, but he was subsequently discontinued, and they were forwarded 
by our own messengers, in compliance with the desire of the officers ot Customs, which 
required, not only frequent, but constant communication ; and this continued until the 
aboliticm of all duties upon coals. , , , -l j 

The efficacy and strictness with which we thus prevented frauds on the revenue caused 
much annoyance to many of the coal captains and others, who, as a means of bringing our 
office into disrepute with the Board of Customs, adopted, among other schemes, a plan of 
sending petitions to the Board, sometimes requiring, sometimes complaining of the want ot, 
a Meter. In many instance.s these petitions were sent immediately on the captains paying 
their duty, and before a Meter could by any possibility have been appointed ; m others, the 
Meters had actually been appointed and were at the very time employed in superintending 
the discharge. Ail these petitions the Board was pleased at once to transmit to our office, 
and they met with immediate attention. ITiey were exceedingly numerous, as ^pearsdrom 
abstracts from them entered in our diary, which can at any time be produced. One of these 
petitions (No. 5 A.), with the Board's reference to us, and our answer to which, we take leave 
particularly to direct your attention, is herewith forwarded. The above are put forwa d as 
part of theialmosl innumerable communications between the Board, 

which we were obliged to add our dailyr personal attendance at the Custom-house, on some 
occasions three or four times in a day, for the same object. m nc 

Nor was the forwarding of petitions of this class the only mark of confidence reposed in us 

by the Fo JmlsioLrs ; Ir w^hen the Postmaster-p.^^^^ 

Commissioners to make arrangements to hap the del.veiy of coals 
Kingstown, mto the steam-packets, snpennlended, fiom 

built, the Commissioners were pleased to refer the matter dire > , P P 



’’TJortL“ve"^ 

wZeftid X olJ?ct fo get rid of our efficient chpk b™/ 
veyor, Mr, Dowling; wrote to ns to furnish the certiBcate m the customary manner. 
248. ^ 4 



And on the 6th November, in the same 3 



Under 
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Under all these circumstances of the case, the time, laljour, fidelity and zeal which we for 
so long a period have devoted to the interests of the revenue, by which so great and so 
valuable services have been effected, we trust that through your report the Government will 
be pleased to consider that we amply merit the remuneration sought for by our Memorial 
the more particularly as Mr. MacLean, by letter, dated 9th April 1827, to Messrs. T. and j! 
Allen, clerks of the Guild of Merchants, stated that he had it iti command to inform the 
Guild, that the Board would pay us at the same rate as the principal Metei-s were paid in 
London for similar services, namely, one halfpenny per chaldron ; thus evidencing that our 
services were most important an^ deserving of recompense ; and which, although that 
recompense has not yet been awarded us, we nevertheless faithfully performed, to the period 
of the abolition of all duties upon coals. 

We have, fee. 

The Collector and Comptroller (signed) Rickard Oulton. 

of the Customs. Charles Oulton. 

N.B. — ^The Inspectors, during the discharge of the seveiul coal vessels, checked the tallies 
kept by each Coal-meter, and they were directed by the Board of Customs to countersign 
the certificate of the discharge, as proof to the Collector of its correctness. No certificate 
could be received by the Collector without the signature of either of the Inspectors. 



Copy of Application of Messrs. Richard and Charles Oulton. 

Honourable Sirs, 2, Hume-street, Dublin, 26 Sept. 1833. 

Having had a communication from the Collector and Comptroller of Customs in Dublin 
relative to the subject of our Memorials to your Honourable Board (bearing date the 16th 
and 27th of July last), we have the honour of transmitting herewith, for your information a 
copy of our answer thereto, which, under all the circumstances of the case, we hope may 
in every respect he considered satisfactory, and enable you to come to a favourable decision 
on our just claims for remuneration for the very important services rendered to the rerenue 
(and which had been undertaken and continued by us at the instance and by the request 
of the officers of Customs for the time being), from the year 1814 to the year 1831, a period 
of more than 16 years, by which it was augmented in that time to upwards of 150,000 Z, more 
than could possibly have been effected by any means in the power of the officei-s of Customs 
to adopt, other than through us and by our unceasing exertions. 

We have, &c. 

m, TT n • • r ^ (signed) Richard Oulton. 

Ihe Hon. Commissioners of Customs. Charles Oulton. 



Copy of Enclosure referred to in the aforegoing. 

Gentlemen, 2, Hume-street, 25 Sept. 1833. 

With respect to your communication of the 23d instant, requiring an early conference 
with you on the subject of our claim for services perfonned for the revenue, as set forth in 
our Memorials to the Commissioners of Customs on the 1 6th and 27th of July last ; and it 
appearing from the interview we had the honour of having with you relative thereto, that 
you wish to learn, for the information of the Commissioners, whether we had taken the 
oath stated to be required by them for the security of the revenue, by their letter bearing 
date the 25th of September 1827; ^ 

We beg leave to reply, that no such intimation on the part of the Commissioners had 
ever been notified to us by ^em or by the Guild of Merchants, or we should have been 
most happy to have complied with their desire; and from a communication we have had 
with a member of the Coal Committee, we have been assured that the form of oath to be 
K ^ recommended by the Commissioners (London) to the Local Board in 

Dublin by the r letter of the 25th of September 1827 (and which for the first time we were 
ma.de acquainted with on yesterday) had never been intimated to the Guild of Merchants. 

practically of no disadvantage to the revenue, inasmuch as the 
and regularity to the Custom-house with the most scrupulous accuracy 

nn of the Commissioners would have been to us equal to a command, to which 

of arisen, even if it had been at variance with that of the Guild 

to ’ masmuch as the latter had no power over us beyond the performance of the duty 

and regulatmg Coal-meters to thl 
it m their no ei t ' ^ ^scharge of coats imported into Dublin and its vicinity ; nor was 
concunenc^e? ^^'^‘tional duty, however trifling, without our 

us^c^ulTn^hv the inadvertence of this intimation not having been conveyed to 

most inmortan/H ^ ® pr^udice our just claims upon the revenue for our great and 
Tara fb “ 1814 to the yea? 1831, a period of opwafas of 16 

LaSaverase of beoeftted to the amount of more than 160,000 i., being 

returns ma<& hv m t * V “onth more than could possibly be ascertained by 

turns made by captains of coal vessels to the Custom-house, or by any other check the 

revenue 
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revenue had on the discharge of coals, as certified by Mr. Hamerton, late jerquer in tl^t 
department. Fide our letter to you on the 27th day of July last. 

And, in conclusion, we beg leave to remind you, that during all that period you and your 
predecessors have ever found us most zealous in discharge of the duty imposed on us by 
Commissioners ; that our services were always and at all times at your disposal, and 
our books open to your inspection ; so that even had an oath been administered to us for 
the due discharge of that duty, and for the protection of the revenue from fraud (and which 
oath had never been required from us), our services could not have been more efficient, 
zealous and faithful than you have ever experienced them. 

We have, &c. 

The Collector and Comptroller (signed) RichardOuUon. 

of the Customs. Charke Oulton. 



Gentlemen, 2, Hurae-street, Dublin, 24 October 1833. 

Having learned that Mr. Allen, clerk of the Guild of Merchants, has lately received 
from your Honourable Board, in reply to an application from him, an answer that the claim 
preferred on behalf of the Guild of Merchants for remuneration (as is supposed for the 
important services rendered by us to the revenue) was still under your consideration, and a 
rumour (with what truth for its foundation we know not) having become prevalent, that 
such remuneration, when awarded, might possibly be paid into the hands of the GuUd for 
our benefit ; - . 

We take leave humbly to remind your Honourable Board, that those services were 
commenced by us many years since, at the instance of our friend and relative, the late 
Mr. Smyth King, one of the then Commissioners of his Majesty’s Customs in Ireland, who 
at the same time declared to us, that if our services to the revenue were found beneficial, he 
had no doubt but that we should he adequately rewarded by the Government ; that we per- 
formed those services for more than 16 years consecutively, by the desire and at the request 
of the several officers of Customs for the time being, without consulting with or deeming it 
necessary to obtain the sanction of the Guild of Merchants, who never did nor had any 
power to require our interference for the interests of the revenue, being altogether an extra 
duty, apait from that appertaining to the office to which we were elected, and in which 
alone the Guild had any power or control over us. In fact, our election (which was for life) 
only was vested in their hands in the manner that the election of the recorder and similar 
officers is in the corporation at large. Even our fees and emoluments were regulated under 
Act of Parliament by a totally ditferent body, and payable not by or through the Guild 
(from whom we never derived any salary or emolument whatever), but hy the Coal-meters 
and masters of coal vessels, directly to ourselves ; that our application is distinct, separate 
from, and in no way connected with that which we conjecture to be the claim put iorward 
on behalf of the Guild of Merchants, and which was made not with any mtention whatever 
of rendering us an act of justice for our services, but solely and entirely for their own benefit, 
and to put whatever sum they might be able to obtain from the Government into their own 
pockets ; and we beg permission to add (but with the greatest reluctance and regret we 
now feel ourselves under the necessity of doing so) that the Guild of Merchants at this 
moment is a corporation very much in debt, so much so as to be unable to meet even the 
costs which thev owe their law agent, independently of mortgage affecting ^_em; and 
relying on the unimportance of the property stUl remaining m Aeir hands, and its being 
out of the reach of legal proceedings, they have, in pursuance with ^eir counsel s advice, 
declined to obey any writ from the courts of either law or equity, their appearance as a 
corporation beii in consequence incapable of being enforced; so tliat if your Honourable 
Board in iustice^to our claims, should be pleased to award us a conapensation for our ser- 
vices, and mder the same to be paid into the hands of the Guild for that 
derive no benefit whatever from your good intentions, being deprived of any means of com- 
piling the Guild to act towards us agreeably to such your intentions, and the justice of 
the case. 

We therefore entreat moat humbly and earnestly to impress upon your considera- 
tion that the remuneration which we seek ftom the Oovernment through your 
H Roard for our long and valuahle services to the revenue, by winch it has 

SerSted to t£ upwards of 150,000i,, should be pa / to ourselves, 

aS no“f*e Guild of Merchants (who had nothing whatever, directly or indirectly, 
tol with thesTservices), lest it should be diverted from being applied to our 
beuVlud ierery frustrate your good intentions, which we have every reason m 



Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

(signed) Richard OuUon. 

The Honourable the Commissioners of Customs, 

&c, &c. &c. 



Charles Oulton. 



H8. 



B 



Honourable 
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to EETHENS RELATING TO REMUNERATION TO DUBLIN COAL 

* 

Hononrable Sirs, 2, Hume-street, 2 November 1833. 

We feel ourselves bound to apologize for so frequently trespassing upon your moat 
valuable time, but the importance to us of our interests at stake, and Sie exertions which 
we understand are being made by parties who have no foundation in justice for their inter- 
vention, to deprive us of those interests, may in some degree excuse our importunity ; the 
more so as we have had no opportunity of knowing the exact grounds upon which claims 
hostile to ours have been put forward ; but having acquired our information by piecemeal 
we have been compelled to meet it in the same manner, and thus to intrude ourselves upon 
your attention with a frequency, which otherwise, even for our own sakes, we would care- 
fully have avoided. 

In Our last we alluded to a rumour that the remuneration to us for our services might It 
possibility be paid into the hands of the Guild of Merchants for our benefit ; but what 
could have given rise to the rumour we cannot imagine, unless it proceeded from an idea to 
assimilate the mode of remur:erating us to that which was adopted with respect to the prin- 
cipal meters in London; but those who may have thought that there ought to have been 
an assimilation must have been unacquainted with the nature of the two establishments. 
In London the entire of the revenue arising from the metage of coals is paid into the bauds 
of the corporation ; here the Guild of JVl erchants never received a farthing from that source- 
there the principal Meters were paid by the corporation out of that revenue ; here no revenue 
of the kind ever existed, nor did the Guild of Merchants ever pay us anv salary, fee or emo- 
lument whatsoever, our income having been derived solely and entirely fi:om fees from 
masters of coal vessels and from Coal-meters, paid directly to ourselves, as regulated by a 
totally different body from the Guild (namely, the Lord Mayor, Recorder and board of 
Aldermen), under Act of Parliament (1 Geo. 3, c. 10, s. 6, Irish). In London the whole 
amount of compensation to the Meters for loss of situation, agreeably to a late statute, is 
paid into the hands of the corporation ; here the compensation (under 2 (fe 3 Will. 4, c. 90) 
IS paid directly to the Meters through the officers of Customs. In short, the Guild of Mer- 
chants never received any emolument by tax, fees or otherwise from the importation of coals 
into Dublin, and consequently never paid or remunerated any officers of the Coal-meters’ 
e.stablishment. So that the two cases, i. e. the practice of the port of London and that of 
the port of Dublin, with reject to Meters, hold no analogy, but are altogether different. 

In our letter of the 24th October, and preceding letters, we stated the manner in which 
our services to the revenue commenced, so long since as the year 1814, namely, through 
fhe late Mr. Smyth King, one of the then Commissioners of Customs for Ireland ; that we 
continued these services for more than 16 years consecutively, at tlie instance of tite several 
officers of Customs for the time being ; and that they were performed without our consulting 
with ot deeming it necessary to obtain the sanction of the Guild of Merchants, being alto- 

f ether an exti'aduty, apart from that appertaining to the office to which we were elected 
also alluded to the present emba;rrassed state of the finances of the Guild of Merchants, 
that they are unable to meet any demands upon them, and refuse to obey any process from 
•the courts of either law or equity, which, as a corporation, they may do with impunity ; aud 
have within the last few months resorted, for that purpose, even to nailing their forms and 
tables to the floor of their hall. This is a circumstance publicly known to every one who 
resorts to their meetings ; and from hence, as well as from their mode of conducting busi- 
ness, may be seen the utter hopelessness of our ever getting a farthing out of their hands, 
m case your Honourable Board should entrust them with tne remuneration which we seek 
forourlongand valuable services to the revenue, with which, we beg to repeat, the Guild 
had nothing whatever to do, but which were performed solely bv ourselves personally, and 
by communications through our office alone with the officers of Customs. 

The Guild of Merchants have lately been required to furnish to the officers of Customs 
the names of the several persons who have served the office of Master of the Guild for the 
last few years ; which has occasioned a belief that there exists an intention of paying the 
amount of our claims into their hands for our use. If there be the slightest foundation for 
that apprehension, we respectfully entreat of your Honourable Board to consider that eadi 
ot them was elected to that office for one yeai- only ; and that they are altogether out of the 
reach or control of the Guild or of us ; and that there is no man of prudence who would not 
have reason to regret that his money should be placed under their protection. In short, 
irom various circumstances and fi'om our long experience, we would consider it as hope- 
iMs an undertaking for us to look to them for the money, as it would be to obtain it from 
the Guild. 

Under all the circumstances, and trusting that your Honourable Board is quite convinced 
ot the danpr and inexpediency of placing the money which may be intended for us in the 
hands of the Guild, or the Masters of the Guild of Merchants, we entreat, most humbly and 
earnestly, that such remuneration may be paid to ourselves through the officers of Customs, 
irom whom we receive our annuity for our loss of situation. 

We have, &c. 

rri u . . (signed) Mich^ OuUon. 

ihe Hon. the Commissioners of Customs, Charles Oulton. 

&c. &c. &c. 

r Guild of Merchants consider that they have claims on your Houour- 

e oar or on the Government, other than that for the services which we have rendered, 
® thereto; but when they were submitted to Government 

Aft n? tlift 9 Parliament by petition, pending the passing of the 

Actofthe2&3 Will.4,c.90,theywererejectedbyboth. 

CoFV 
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Copy of Board’s Order on the aforegoing. 

Gentlemen, Custom-house, London, 12 November 1838. 

Having considered your reports of the 2d, 11th and 31st of July last, and 26th September 
last, on applications of Messrs. T. and J. Allen, clerks to the Guild of Merchants, and 
Messrs. Richard and Charles Oulton, inspectors and principals of the Coal-meters at 
Dublin, the former praying to be paid the sum of one halfpenny per ton on coals discharged 
at that port between the 5th July 1825 and the 23d August 1831, the latter to be paid 
the like sum from the 6th Januaiy 1826 to the 21st March 1831, and having also read the 
reports of Mr. Dowding, Surveyor-General, on the subject ; 

We are of opinion that Messrs. Oulton cannot be recognized as parties to whom any payment 
is due by this revenue for the services in question, and you are to apprize the applicants 
accordingly ; and we direct you to transmit to us a statement of the quantity of coals on 
which the CJustoms duty was received, according to the certificate of the Coal-meters, between 
the 5th January 1826 (when the Act 6 Geo. 4^c. 107, came into operation) and the period 
when the duty ceased, together with the sum which would be payable thereon at the rate of 
a halfpenny per chaldron. 

(signed) E. Stewart. 

The Collector and Comptroller, H. Richmond. 

Dublin. D. M. Binning. 



Honourable Sirs, 2, Hume-street, Dublin, 18 November 1833. 

We beg leave to acquaint you, that we have received from the Collector and Comptroller 
of Customs in Dublin a letter, bearing date the 15th November instant, stating that they 
were desired by your Honourable Board, by order of the 1 2th instant, to inform us that we 
cannot be recognised as parties to whom any payment is due by the revenue for the services 
performed by us relative to the discharge o*f coals in the port of Dublin between the 5th 
January 1826 and 21st March 1831, at the rate of one hallpenny per ton. 

It is with extreme regret we find we have failed to convey to your Honourable Board the 
views which originally induced us to trespass on your notice ; a misapprehension of which 
now leads us to entreat your attention once more to our communications. 

We did not, at least it was not our intention to, confine our claims to remuneration for 
our services to the existence of any supposed contract between the Commissioners of Cus- 
toms and the Guild of Merchants. If such a compact had been entered into with them, 
agreeably to Mr. MacLean’s letter of the 9th April 1827, we are aware that difficulties 
niight arise to your Honourable Board as to treating us as piincipal parties thereto, although 
it could not, we presume, militate against our claims upon the revenue ; but we alluded to that, 
respecting the halfpenny per ton mentioned therein, as a criterion of the estimation in 
which our services were held by the Commissioners, and not as a contract entered into with 
us, or as a document absolutely or legally binding on them for our remuneration. Besides, 
its terms were prospective, while our claims on the revenue, for services commencing in the 
year 1814, and terminating in the year 1831, and originated forks protection in consequence 
of an interview with the late Mr. Smyth King, one of the then Commissioners of Customs, 
and under the expectation, if not actual promise, of reward, should our intervention ^ 
attended with benefit, being a period of more than 12 years before the date of Mr. 
MacLean’s letter. But even on the supposition that the Guild of Merchants had entered 
into a stipulation with your Honourable Board for our services, they could not have placed 
those services in requisition without our own consent, and that consent had never been asked, 
and would not have been obtained without the consequent remuneration, to which we e ver 
held ourselves entitled from you, had been relinquished m our favour. But we humbly beg 
leave to intimate that there was no intention, on our part, of restricting our 
contemplated arrangement between the Commissioners of Customs and the Guild of iler- 
chants, or to confine them to the limited time which it embraced ; a reference having, as 
before observed, been made thereto, only as a scale whereby to jud|e of the importance of 
our services. The object of our application to your Honourable Board was simply, that 
having, at the instance of one of the fate Commissioners Customs devised and origma^ 
a mode for the protection of the revenue, whereby it was increased above lu0,000/. , having 
for so many yearn performed so many and so arduous dut.es, for the purpose of carrying 
that mode mto effect, in the hope, and almost under the promise of reward, we did trust that 
soSa “aim would not have been neglected ; butthatom 1 6 years' unrem.ttmg services, 
and the immense amount of increase to revenue thereby effected, would have entitled us to 
the consSSon of your Honourable Board, and obtained commensurate remuneration, 

InSone that your Honourable Board will please reconsider om- case in this view, we 
entreat remLeration, not for the limited period between 6th January IdM 
1831 but for services of 16 veavs’ duration, commencing m the year 1814, and contmuea to 

the year 1831, whereby above 160, OOOL have been added 

out anv aid interference or communication had with the Guild ot Merchants, tnose services 
SWbeen Smed solely by ourselves personally, and by communications through our 
ofe:®aloS:arSance olf th’L officers of Customs for tte bnre 

most respectfully once more to press the justice Vi/»^nnt forward bv the Guild of 

and that it is distinct and separate from any claim that can be put forward by o* 

248. ^ ' 
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Merchants, it being solely for services performed by ourselves, and of such importance as to 
merit your favourable consideration with a view of rewarding 

Your most obedient, very humble Servants, 

(signed) Richard Oulton, 

. To the Honourable the Commissioners of Customs, Charles Oulton. 

See. &c. &c. 



Copt of Boaed’s Order on the aforegoing. 

Gentlemen, Custom-house, London, 6 December 1 833. 

Having read an application from Messrs. Richard and Charles Oulton, dated the 18th 
ultimo, praying a reconsideration of our order of the 1 2th preceding, signifying that they 
could not be recognized as parties to whom any payment ia due by the revenue for the 
metage of coals; 

We direct you to acquaint the applicants that there is nothing contained in their present 
petition to induce us to depart from our order before mentioned. 

(signed) R. B. Dean. 

The Collector and Comptroller, H. RichmoTid. 

Dublin. D. M. Binning, 



To the Honourable the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Board of Customs. 

The Memorial of the Coal-meters of the City of Dublin, 

Humbly showeth, 

That Memorialists have been informed, that at some period of the time they had been 
performing the duties of Coal-meters, by whose returns and certificates the duty on coals 
imported into Dublin and its vicinity was ascertained and collected, an official communica- 
tion had been made (but of which at that time Memorialists were not made acquainted) by 
the Secretary of the Irish Board of Customs, intimating the Board’s most gracious intention 
of allowing a small sum as remuneration for the additional duties imposed on Memorialists, 
which required them to keep a connect account of the quantity so discharged, and to ceitify 
the same, as the sworn meters, to the proper officer of his Majesty’s Customs. 

That Memorialists also have, with much surprise, learned tiiat the letter written by the 
Secretary, conveying such intimation, Ii^, been made a pretext for a claim on your Honour- 
able Boa^ by persons who never rendered any of the services or performed any of the duties 
so required ; whilst, on the contrary, this service was faithfully and effectually performed 
exclusively bv Memorialists, which will at once appear evident on reference to the certificate 
of William Bamerton, one of his Majesty’s officers of Customs, bearing date 14tb March 
1820, and which can he further shown on reference to William Palgrave, Esquire, Collector 
of this port. 

That Memorialists, in consequence of the information so received, took leave to wait on 
William Pakrave, Esquire, who desired them to forward their claims for the kind considera- 
tion of your Honourable Board. 

May it therefore please your Honourable Board to take into your consideration the actual 
services rendered by Memorialists, in keeping the account and certifying the discharge of 
the coal vessels in the Port of Dublin and its vicinity, and that your Honourable Board may 
be pleased to orderthat Memorialists may be paid whatever sum may have been accumulated 
by the services so performed by them, to which they most humbly take leave to submit they 
are solely entitled. 

Ana Memorialists w’ill ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Coal-meters of the City of Dublin, 

William Leedom, Secretaiy, 

Dublin, 21 December 1833. No. 45, Townsend-street. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s TREASURY. 

The Memorial of Richard Oulton and Charles Oulton, of No. 2, Hume-street, in the 
City of Dublin, 

Humbly showeth, 



That your Memorialists are the principal Meters of the city of Dublin. 

That up to the year 1881 there had been a duty on all coals imported into said city, pay- 
able to his Majesty’s Treasury. 

That frauds to a very considerable extent having been practised to deprive the revenue of 
a great portion of that dufy, it became a matter of serious consideration with the then'Com- 
mismoners of Customs m Dublin to put an efficient check and stop thereto. 

lliat for this purpose, so for back as the year 1814, the late Mr. Smyth King, one of the 
then Commissioners, having requested an interview with your Memorialist> Rivard Oulton, 

means 
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means were devised by them of countemcting those frauds, and of obtaining for the revenue 
the entire of the duty to which the importation of coals into Dublin was liable. 

That to effect this object, returns were made to, and personal and other commxmications 
held with the Commissioners of Customs and tlieir officers every day, and almost hourly, 
between ten and four o’clock, from the year 1814 to the year 1831 unmterruptedly, by one 
or both of your Memorialists. j i, w 

That your Memorialists, at the commencement of those returns, were assured by the late 
Mr Smyth King, that should their services be found beneficial to the revenue, he had no 

doubt they would be adequately rewarded. -j j * * 

That simulated by this expectation, which your Memorialists considered as tantamount 
to an official undertaking, they at all times most zealously performed the duties thus required 
from them by the Commissioners, though at very oreat labour and inconvenience, and to 
the entire satisfaction of the officers of Customs, and with such advantage to the revenue, 
that during that period (above 16 years) its receipts were increased above 150,000 Z. 

That in the year 1827 the Commissioners of Customs were so satisfied of the efficacy and 
imimrtance of your Memorialists’ returns, flat, with a view of rendering them jrermanent, 
Zv onened a dorresnondence with the Guild of Merchants in Dublin, under the impression 
that that was the proper quarter to carry that object into effect, ofiering a remuneration for 
those services at the rate of one halfpenny per ton (.the London rate), to he paid to the prm- 
cipal Meters, who were your Memorialists. , , . i an i a n 

That tins negotiation happened, from some cause, not to have been ffnally concluded, 
but that your Memorialists, for 16 years consecutively, up to the year a 8S1, performed 
those duties personally, and by communications coming directly through their office, with 
the greatest zeal, strictness and integrity, without the intervention, suggestion or authoiity 
of & Guild of Merchants, whose sanction was never conceived by them as necessary to 
be obtained, it being an extra duty, altogether distmct and different ftoiri fte office to which 
vour Memorialists were elected by them for life, and over whom, beyond the duties of that 
office, they had no power or control; thus rendering the information to the Commissioneis 
of Custom^a required in all respects complete, perfect and efficacious frorn the first com 
mencementinZ year 1814 to the termination of duties upon coals in March 1831 , so 
that all the advantages sought for by the Commissioners on account of the revenue were 
fully effected, witliout the completion of the contemplated aOTeement between them and 
the^Goild ; and which agreement, even if it had been minpleted, would have been solely for 
the emolument of Memorialists, and not of the Guild. . j * i,- i 

That vour Memorialists were so entirely impressed with the great advantages which the 
revenueSved f^ so long a period from their services, and with the justice of their claim 
for remuneration that they took the liberty of entering into a commumcation with the 
kmmissioners and officers of Customs for that reward to which they humbly conceived 
thev were, under all the circumstances, equitably entitled. _ 

That vour Memorialists, having put forward their claims m a manner which appeared to 

Thlt Memorialists sbould have deemed ^ ‘he 

of the Commissioners for their answer 11/1 Amm-iplists understand and believe, on 

pressing necessity occasioned by an “ j ^ the hands of the Guild of Merchants 

the part of the Commissioners of Customs, to pay nto tne nanus o ^ ^ 

in Dahlia (who have put forward a 

account of the services rendered by y°m Memon tenSency to frustrate tL original 

and 1831, and which, if zealously and elfec- 

dcsign of rewarding your Memorialists for . . conducted in the Guild, the 

tually performed, as, fl'om the mannei m w and the number of persons 

of deriving any portion of that remunera lo . ^ joanner as the subject 

That Memorialists baying possible trouble to your Lordships, 

will permit, with a desire Jl? /vnnips of the several communications on the 

humbly take leave to transmit herew p ^ :ggjQjjgi.g and officers of Customs, 
subject had between Memorialists and the enclosures in the hands of the 

tumbly b>'eg to refer your Lordships for 

“xL^joufM— 

instead of Memorialists (who alone performed adequate 

248. * 
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adequate consideration to the circumstances of the case and the just claims of Memo 
rialists, humbly pray, — 

That your Lordships will be graciously pleased to take their case into your serious 
consideration, with a view of granting to your Memorialists a compensation com- 
mensurate to their most important services to the revenue, and that, in the meau- 
. time, your Lordships may deem it expedient to stop the issue of the money at present 
intended for the Guild of Merchants until such time as your Lordships may find it' 
convenient to investigate the claims of your Memorialists, who, as in duty bouud 
will ever pray. ’ 



2, Hume-street, Dublin, 27 November 1833. 



Richard Oultcn. 
Charles Oulton. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 7 March 1834. 

The Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury havinghad under their consideration 
your report of the 20th ultimo, on the Memorial of Messrs. Richard and Charles Oulton 
principal Coal-meters of Dublin, praying to be granted a compensation for their services to 
the revenue, and stating that the Guild of Merchants of that city have claimed a sum of 
money created by a duty of one halfpenny per ton on coals from 5th January 1826 to the 
21st March 1831, and to which payments they, the Memorialists, think themselves entitled- 
I am commanded to acquaint you, that M y Lords are not disposed to sanction a claim 
allowed to be dormant for so long a period, during which the parties received emoluments 
from other sources, and have also adduced claims to compensation both to the Leo-islature 
and to this Board. My Lords do not therefore think, upon the documents before them that 
either the Guild of Merchants or Messrs. Oulton can maintain their claim ; and I am at the 
same time, to desire that you cause, the parties to be informed of their Lordships’ decision 
upon this subject. ^ 

I am, &c. 

Commissioners of Customs. 'p. Spring Rice. 



Copy of Application from Messrs. Allen, dated 18 March 1834, appealing against th? 
Decision of the Lords of the Treasury. 

Sir, 



We are directed by the Masters, Wardens and Auditors of the Guild of Merchants to inform 
you, that having received a letter, dated 13th instant, from the Collector and Comptroller of 
Customs in thm city, transmitting therewith an extract from an order of the Lords Commis- 
Sioners of the Treasury, stating that they are not disposed to sanction the Guild’s claim for 
payment for the metage of coals for the service of the revenue, and alleging as reasous that 
the same had been allowed to be dormant for a long period, during which the parties received 
emoluments irom oth^ sources, and also adduced claims to compensation both to the 
L^islature and to the Treasury Board; 

In reply thereto the Guild of Merchants beg leave to observe, that the long period so 
alluded to m the Treasury Order was only a space of one year and three quarters | and the 
Guild can satisfactorily account for that lapse by referring to the usual inadvertence and 
dilatory mode of proceeding which is naturally incident to all extensive societies. Nor do 
the Guild m any case admit the principle, that casual delay or respectful forbearance in 
turmshmg a demand is to be deemed a relinquishment thereof; and on this point the Guild 
cannot avoid reverting to the circumstance, that above nine months have elapsed since Irst 
sending forward their application for payment, without having yet received any decisive 
answer thereto. * 



With regard to the second observation, that the Guild received emoluments from other 
sources, and adduced claims for compensation, this objection, if well founded, might be 
allowed to have considerable weight ; but the Guild respectfiilly, yet firmly, deny the truth 
of this allegation, as they never yet received from any source, or sent forward any claim, 
except their present one, for the services rendered by them to the revenue. 

rroia the tenor of the order of the Lords of the treasury, it would appear that they are 
under a misapprehension m looking upon the claim of the Guild as if it was merely seeking 
for some compensation; whereas it is in truth a bona Jide demand, founded upon a direct 
agreement m writing between the late Commissioners of Customs in Ireland and the Gnild 
“rtam prescribed services at a fixed and stipulated rate; 
and the Guild having, on their part, faithfully performed said agreement, they expect that 
the Loids Commissioners of the Treasury and the CommissioMrs of Customs will, upon 
further consideration, feel themselves bound, m common justice, to fulfil the same on the 
part ofthe rCTenue, by sending over an order for payment of the amount of said demand to 
the present Masters and Wardens of the Guild of Merchants 



C. A. Scovell, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 
Custom-house, London. 



We have, &c. 

T. and J. Allen, 
Clerks of Guild Merchants. 



Copy 
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Copy of Letter from tlie Commissioners of Customs in reply to the above. 

Gentlemen, Custom-house, London, 22 March 1834. 

Oua Secretary having laid before us an application of Messrs. Allen, clerks to the Guild 
of Merchants in Dublin, dated the 18th instant, appealing against the decision of the Lords 
of the Treasury on the request of the Guild for payment of an allowance at the rate of one 
halfpenny per "^chaldron on the coals meted by the city Meters at your port, between the 
5th January 1826 and the date of the cessation of the coast duty on coals ; 

We direct you to acquaint the applicants, that, with referehce to the Treasury Order of 
the 7th instant, communicated to you by order of the 11th, this Board cannot take any 
further steps in the matter. R.B. Dean. 

The Collector and Comptroller, Dublin. I^chmond. 

W. Cusf. 



To the Right Honourable the Lor.ds of his Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Masters, Wardens and Brethren of the Guild of Merchants, Dublin, 
Humbly showeth, 

That bv an Act of Parliament passed in July 1826. foi reg-ulation of his Majesty s 
Customs power was given to the Commissioners of Customs to appoint Coal-meters for 
service of the revenue, but with a proviso in favour of the rights of corporations to such 

*^^I^aUhe Commissioners of Customs in Dublin from that time employed the Coal-meters 
appointed by and acting under Memorialists in the service of the revenue, and adopted at 
subsequent periods several regulations for assimilating the practice in tliat respect to the 
mode used in like case in London. 

That on 6th February 1827 this Guild sent a letter to the Commissioners of Customs, 
reauirine as in London, the allowance of one halfpenny per ton for such scrnces, to be 
lodged il the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Masters and Wardens of the Guild to which 
the^Guild received for answer, on 9th April following, that the Commissioners would pay at 
the tme ra^riln London, nam one halfpenny per chaldron, and that this allowanoe 

would be paid in the same manner as in that City. • j . n u .u 

That under this settled ^igf'ement the Guild s Meters continued to act ^ 
Memorialists with due care, attention and fidelity, in the service of the Customs, unfit 23cl 
August 1 83 1 , when the Crown duty on coals was repealed ; and the whole amount * 

-unmntended and certified for the revenue from the commencement of said Customs Regu- 
latmn Act to that period was 1,240,648 chaldrons, which, at one halfjimuy per chaldron, 
ImZnted to “^4^1 134. Si (And il should be considered, that if the Commissioners, 

LTli;irot:^lo%TbCbut "hat through some secret and unfair interference it was 

’“Thlfihe Guild afterwards, received -veral letters^ W iXlM 

of Customs m Dublin Xto be frivolous and unfounded, but to no purpose, 

STYoiS °of tt Treasury declared re^;*ySof the Guild’s 

jusItr£tic\°"LSfo^ 

services to be done at a stipulated rate, a Lordships now in that high office 

good faith Memorialists are unquestionably entitled 
to the stipulated remunerafion^ of 

2,5m 7. lafsTJX p';:“'fiasmrs"^d Wardens of this Guild. 

And Memorialists will pray. 



12 February 1835. 



William Bell Rogerson, \ ]yiasters. 
William Richardson, } 



Henry Peek Butler, \ 

Gilbert Elliott, J 



Wardens. 



Treasury Chambers, 11 May 1SS5. 

Gentlemen, . „ Lie Maiestv’s Treasury your Memorial, 

Haviks laid before the Lords Commissioners o ® J ^ chaldron on the coals dis- 
claiming payment of the metage alloirance ® iSarch 1831, the date of the cessation 

chargedin Dublin by the corporation Meteis, be .ween »i 

248. “ 3 
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of the coast duty on coals, and 6th January 1836, I am commanded by their Lordships to 
refer you to the former decision of the Treasury in your case. 

I am, &c. 

The Masters, Wardens and Brethren of the (signed) F. Baring. 

Guild of Merchants, Dublin. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury, &c. 8tc. See. 

The Memorial of the Coal-meters of the City of DuUin, 

Most humbly showeth, 

That Memorialists have seen the Appendix to the First Report of the Royal Commissioners 
of Ivlunicipal Corporation Inquiry ; and in reference to that part of it relating to the Coal- 
meters’ establishment in Dublin, your Memorialists were much smprisecl to find that 
the Guild of Merchants had arrojjated to themselves the right to claim the sum of 
2,584Z. 13s. 6d. due and unpaid by Government for the metage of coals by your Memo- 
rialists, being at the rate of one halfpenny per chaldron on 1,240,680 chaldrons, returned 
by your Memorialists to the Board of Customs in Dublin, as the actual quantity delivered 
between 5th July 1825 and 23d August 1831, and on which the Crown duty should be 
levied. 

That Memorialists confidently trust they will be well able to establish to the satisfaction of 
your Lordships, that the Guild of Merchants possessed no right whatever to make such 
claim, but that your Memorialists arejustlyand legally entitled to receive from your Lord- 
shms the said sum of 2,584L I3s. 8d. 

Thai; in page 272 of the Commissioners’ Report, referred to, a return, signed by T. & J. 
Allen, clerks of the Guild of Merchants, of all tlie property in possession of the Guild, is 
set forth ; and Memorialists respectfully direct your Loidships’ attention to the fact, that the 
only claim made therein to any participation in or benefit arising out of the metage of coals 
was the fee of 24^. 13s. 6d. payable by each meter at the time of his election': wherefore 
your Memorialists submit that the Guild of Merchants by their own showing clearly demon- 
strate that they had no right whatever to any portion of the income or profits derivable from 
the labour of your Memorialists. 

That the claim of the Guild of Merchants on the metage of coals was strictly confined to 
the above fee of 24 13 s. 6 d., and the independent right of the Meters in the property 

of their situations, are still more fully established by the second paragraph in page 273 of 
said Report, where it states that “ it has been already mentioned that the Coal-meters of 
the city of Dublin were appointed by the Guild of Merchants j and up to the passing of the 
Act of 2 Will. 4, they had the exclusive metage of all coal sold in the city. They were 
generally of late years about one hundred in number, eighty of whom were acting Meters, 
and twenty superannuated : the latter were paid half the emoluments of the office by the 
persons elected in their stead. The fee to the Guild on the election of each Meter was 
24/. 13s. 6^/.,and the average income produced by these fees was estimated at 98/. a year. 
There was much canvassing among the members of the Guild; and it was not unfrequently 
made the suWeet of sale between the Meter retiring, and the person seeking the office.” 

That in order to establish beyond the possibility of a question the exclusive rio-ht of your 
Memorialists to receive the above sum of 2,584/.* 135.8 c/., they beg respectfuiiy to direct 
your Lordships’ attention also to the seventh paragraph in page 273 of said Report, viz. “ In 
the year 1825 the officers of Customs being about to appoin*t persous to collect the Crown 
duty on coals imposed by a then recent Act of Parliament, the Guild of Merchants pro- 
posed to the Commissioners to furnish them with returns to enable them to charge the duty 
at one halfpenny per chaldron returned ; the money to be lodged by the Commissioners in the 
Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Masters and Wardens of the (iuild. The Commissioners 
replied by letter to the proposal, stating that the Board would pay the M eters at the same 
rate as the Meters were paid for the' same duty in the Port of London, and which was stated 
to be one halfpenny per chaldron. Upon this letter the Guild allege they acted in furnishine 
the reqmred returns; and in the month of June 18SS they nut in a claim against the Commis- 
sioners of Customs for the certificates furnished of the metage of coals in the Port of 
Uublm, from 5th of July 1826, when the Act alluded to came into operation to the 23d of 
August 1831, when the Crown duty on coals to this port was repealed.” Thus, in distinct 
terms, the Commissioners of Customs deny that the Guild of Merchants had any ciaim 
Whatever to any part of the sum_ so granted as a remuneration for the contemplated increase 
to the labours of your Memorialists. They were not even permitted an intermediate intei-- 
S^s^pay the Commissioners plainly inform them that they would them- 

That Memorialists, notwithstanding the justice of their claims, founded on this promise of 
the Commissioners of Customs, and their hawing faithfully performed the duty required, 
1 T'lT'"* allowance of one halfpenny per chaldron on the 

1,240,680 chaldrons certified and reported by them to the Collector of Customs, and which, 
IS M t i’ f (averaging not more than 6 f, per annum to 

MtreSsTald Ilal discharge of such duty, requiring great attention, regularity. 

Memorialists, 
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Memorialists, therefore, most respectfully, but confidently, appealto the justice and 
humanity of your Lordships ; and, as they trust that they have fully and satisfac- 
torily establisfied their claims, humbly entreat that your Lordships may be graciously 
pleased to give the necessary orders for the immediate payment to them of the above 
sum of 2,584i. 13s. 8d. And Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed by the Coal-meters. 

January 1837. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of Richard Oulton and Charles Oulton, of 62 , Charlemont-street, Dublin, 
Most humbly showetb. 

That your Memorialists, the principals of the Coal-meters’ establishment in Dublin, 
having already stated in detail to your Lordships, the Commissioners of Customs, London, 
and to the Collector and Comptroller, Dublin, in the years 1833 and 1834, their claim to a 
remuneration of one halfpenny per chaldron on all coals imported into Dublin, from J anuary 
1826 to March 1831, for considerable and valuable services rendered by them to the 
revenue, and having been disappointed by the rejection of a demand which they had looked 
on as just and reasonable, have been hitherto induced to submit in silence to your Lordships’ 
decision. • v j 

Having been, however, informed that-the Coal-meters of this city have lately memorialized 
your Lordships for the remuneration of one halfpenny per chaldron on account of services 
which they assume to have rendered, your Memorialisl.s conceive that it would be a hardship 
should their claims be overlooked, and others receive, to the entire exclusion of your Memo- 
rialists, a reward for services which they, and they alone, performed. 

Your Memorialists take leave to remark that the nrincipal M eters of London have received 
from the revenue, for similar services similarly renoered, a remuneration of one halfpenuy 
per chaldron, in addition to their usual emoluments, while their office existed, and their sub- 
sequent compensation on its abolition. 

Your Memorialists trust, that your Lordships, on a reconsideration of their case, shall find 
reasonable grounds to alter your decision with mgard to their claim, and grant them a 
remuneration similar to that which has been awarded to the principal Meters of London. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

(signed) 



Dublin, 23 December 1837. 



Richard OvUon. 
Charles Oulton. 



Treasury Minute, dated 19th January 1838. 

Acquaint these several parties that My Lords see no ground for altering the decision 
already made by this Board in this matter. 
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